Abram H. Unruh
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Unfortunately, after six years, the Soviets
closed the school.
Because of the political and
economic turmoil in Russia, the Unruhs
decided to leave the country. With four
sons and two daughters they arrived in
Canada in 1925, settling in Winkler,
Manitoba. By the end of the year Unruh
began his Bible teaching ministry with 13
students. This was the beginning of the
Winkler Bible School. Eventually all of
the Tschongraw faculty members arrived
in Canada and joined Unruh in this
venture of faith. Unruh was principal of
this school for 19 years. A great many
pastors and missionaries received training
in the Winkler Bible School.
In 1944 the Canadian Mennonite
Brethren Conference established a Bible
college in Winnipeg, and Unruh, at age
67, was asked to be its first president.
The Mennonite Brethren Bible College
was to have a profound influence on the
churches of the Mennonite Brethren
Conference. Many pastors, missionaries,
Bible teachers, musicians and other
church workers were trained at the
college.
Unruh was refreshingly human.
He had his weaknesses and apologized
quickly when he sensed that he had
offended someone. People were
impressed with his great gifts, his deep
devotion to God, and also with his
delightful sense of humor. To this day
former students still quote some of his
profound and witty sayings.
In the field of theology, Unruh
was largely a self-taught man. He never
attended seminary, but he read widely all
his life and was amazingly balanced in
the great truths of the Christian faith.
Bethel College, Kansas, paid tribute to
his gifts and his ministry by bestowing an
honorary doctorate of divinity on him.
Unruh was tall and rather corpulent, and with his neatly trimmed beard
and mustache, he cut a patriarchal figure.
His seemingly inexhaustible store of
energy and his strict work habits enabled

him to carry a full teaching load, to
preach almost every Sunday, and to
conduct numerous Bible conferences
throughout North America. His sermons
and lectures were always well organized
and easy to follow. He wrote out his
sermons in longhand, but only took an
outline into the pulpit.
Unruh also participated actively in
Conference boards and was moderator of
the Canadian Conference. He served on
the board of Tabor College, Kansas,
produced masses of Sunday school material, and visited churches to raise the
level of Sunday school education. His
major literary work was his Geschichte
der Mennoniten Brueder Gemeinde
(History of the Mennonite Brethren
Church).
The Unruhs eventually retired to
Chilliwack, BC. By then Abram was
suffering from diabetes and was losing
his eyesight.
Unruh had hoped to attend the
centennial celebration of the Mennonite
Brethren Church held in Reedly CA in
1960, but it was not to be. At Christmas
in 1960 he preached his last sermon on
the topic, “We Beheld His Glory” (John
1:14). As he began his sermon, he lapsed
into a coma and passed away a few days
later at the age of 82.
In many ways Unruh’s passing
marked the end of a generation which had
grown up in Russia and had provided
stable and creative leadership for the
youth of the first generation of Canadianborn Mennonite Brethren leaders.
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